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Dear Salvatorian,

Although 2020 was a challenging year for everyone, there were significant and joyful events 
that occurred. On June 19, 2020 Pope Francis officially approved the promulgation of the 
decree acknowledging the miracle attributed to our Founder, Father Francis Jordan. Also, in 
2020, Pope Francis issued a papal encyclical “Fratelli Tutti” (On Fraternity and Social 
Friendship.)

The Joint Ongoing Formation Committee created this resource to pray with the encyclical 
with an eye on Salvatorian themes. We found many similarities between the writings of Pope 
Francis and the writings of Father Jordan leading to these twelve reflections with the title, 
“Apostles Beyond Borders.” 

The encyclical can be found online. In order to be inclusive, we prefer to translate “fraternal” 
as “brothers and sisters - all.” In the Pope’s encyclical there are many footnotes that are not 
included in these prayers. We encourage you to read these in the original document to see the 
full context of his words. A companion resource called “A Group Reading Guide to Fratelli 
Tutti” is available at twentythirdpublications.com for $3.50.

These reflections will be published at salvatorianfamily.us under “Salvatorian Resources.”  
They will also be included in “Update” as an attachment the first Tuesday of each month 
beginning in July 2021.

We hope that all Salvatorians will accept this invitation to help honor this special year in our 
Salvatorian history. As we read these excerpts, may we continue to grow in the understanding 
of what is necessary to rebuild relationships all over the world. 

We dedicate these prayer services to Salvatorians everywhere.

Sincerely,
Sister Karlyn Cauley Lay Salvatorian Sue Haertel Father Joe Jagodensky
Sister Judith Sullivan Lay Salvatorian Randal Munsen Father Peter Schuessler
Sister Carol Thresher Sister Carol Jean Zais

Key: “Fratelli Tutti” is “FT”
        Jordan’s Spiritual Diary is “SD”
       Talks by Jordan is “JT”
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 Opening Prayer 
Jesus, help us to be open to a deeper 

understanding of what it means to be an 
attentive neighbor to all those we encounter 

in the world around us.  Help us to enter fully 
into your parable of the Good Samaritan.  

Let its challenging message find
a home in our hearts.  Amen.

Introduction
Read Luke 10:29-37
This remarkable parable calls us to be attentive 
to the presence and most especially to the 
suffering of others.  The Samaritan in the story 
sees the person in need and becomes involved.  
Others who pass by chose not to see and thus 
avoid complicating their journeys and their 
lives. The Samaritan, despite being an outsider, 
chooses to stop and respond. As a result, his 
plans change and he actually reaches out to 
care for the injured one. The wounds of the 
person elicit the Samaritan’s compassion 
rather than fear or disgust. The Samaritan goes 
even further by using his own resources to 
cleanse the victim’s wounds, transport him to 
safety and arrange follow-up help with the 
innkeeper.  Let us reflect on this radical and all 
too unusual response to human need that 
Jesus lifts up as an example of a true neighbor.

The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
Pope Francis

By his actions, the Good Samaritan showed that 
“the existence of each and every individual is 
deeply tied to that of others: life is not simply 
time that passes; life is a time for interactions.  
The parable eloquently presents the basic 
decision we need to make in order to rebuild our 
wounded world. In the face of much pain and 
suffering, our only course is to imitate the Good 
Samaritan.  Any other decision would make us 
either one of the robbers or one of those who 
walked by without showing compassion for the 
sufferings of the man on the roadside. The 
parable shows us how a community can be 
rebuilt by men and women who identify with 
the vulnerability of others, who reject the 
creation of a society of exclusion, and act instead 
as neighbors, lifting up and rehabilitating the 
fallen for the sake of the common good.   FT 67

Blessed Francis Jordan
How many people there are who act from their 
natural inclination, who seek honors, look for 
prizes and rewards; but the observant one shows 
that [she or] he acts out of charity, out of love of 
God, out of virtue, to do God’s will. 

JT 1898/01/07

In these days I would like to alert you to one 
special grace you should request through fervent 
prayer: I mean love – that caritas, that … love 
through which you follow the command of St. 
John: … “Little ones, show love!” We are called 
to the apostolate; we are called to announce 
God’s word; and, like St. Gregory says, without 
caritas we are not qualified to preach the gospel. 
Therefore, if we want to preach, we must possess 
love ... How much apostles accomplish if they 
are permeated with love! And on the other hand, 
how much harm preachers do who are not filled 
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with love. Even if they thunder, how can they strike fire if ... not aflame? Even if they are scholars and 
preach keenly, they must ignite through love.                                                                   JT 1897/06/04
                                                                                              

Questions for Reflection
With whom in the parable do I most identify?  What might Jesus be teaching me through that
relationship?

What aspects of the Good Samaritan parable challenge me most? Why might that be and how can 
I respond to this challenge?

Closing Prayer
Loving Jesus, help me journey through my life motivated by your example of the Good Samaritan.  
Teach me to be attentive to each individual I encounter so that I reveal your special care for them, 

especially in their vulnerabilities.  Let me be a true neighbor committed to building up a community 
of love and justice.  I pray this in your name today and forever.  Amen.



     Opening Prayer
Divine Savior, you called men and women from all 
walks of life to follow you in your universal mission 

to proclaim the Reign of God and the gift of 
Salvation for all. You embraced the poor and well-

to-do, Jew and Samaritan, Roman and Greek, those 
who lived outside the faith as well as those who 
faithfully practiced their religion. Just as Father 

Jordan’s vision and ministry knew no boundaries, 
so may our apostolic hearts be open to embracing 

all people as you did. Amen.

Introduction
Today, more than ever, social media in its many 
forms has shrunk the world and raised our 
awareness of being connected to people of all 
countries and cultures. The Samaritan demonstrates 
that we are capable of crossing boundaries, of 

fostering through prayer and courageous action, 
an inclusive vision leading to a universal 
movement of the heart. This inclusive, universal 
movement of the heart is what Pope Francis 
calls “social charity”.

Pope Francis
Social charity makes us love the common good. 
It makes us effectively seek the good of all 
people, considered not only as individual or 
private persons, but also in the social dimension 
that unites them.                                     FT 182

If the conviction that all human beings are 
brothers and sisters is not to remain an abstract 
idea but to find concrete embodiment, then 
numerous related issues emerge, forcing us to 
see things in a new light and to develop new 
resources.                                                FT 128

Universality
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Blessed Francis Jordan
The Society is universal!  .  .  .  Seek to learn and 
to study the good qualities of each people. 
Become interested in all people .  .  . think 
everywhere: that is my brother [or sister] who I 
must rescue! Therefore, seek to protect this spirit 
of universality!                              JT 1899/ 2/17

Questions for Reflection
 When I come to speak with God, who is 
included in my prayers? How does my prayer 
include any world events found in the 
newspaper?
What prejudices or biases prevent me from 
seeing my sisters and brothers in a different 
light that would broaden my solidarity with 
them?
Can I name an event that caused me to change 
the way I saw someone(s) in a different light?  
How did it lead me to any kind of action?

Closing Prayer
Loving God, bless us with eyes that see all 

people as your children 
and as our brothers and sisters. 

Bless us with hearts that are open 
to embracing all kinds of people from many 

cultures and backgrounds. Give us the 
strength and compassion of the Good 

Samaritan that enabled him to move beyond 
his comfort zone to the aid 

of a stranger in need.
This we ask through Jesus the Savior. Amen.

Thus, the Society . . . is for all countries . . . 
We shut out no nation . . . No nation, no 
people, no situation is beyond consideration. 
Seek to learn and study the good qualities of 
each people, and at times you will find some 
good about people who you had viewed with 
prejudice.                                JT 1899/ 02/17



Carol #3 DRAFT Two

Opening Prayer
Loving God, open our minds and hearts 
to the truth you wish us to embrace in 
everyone and everything we encounter.  
Help us welcome all you set before us.  

Let us be true builders of a culture 
of encounter and caring.

Introduction
Throughout his papacy, Pope Francis has 
spoken of the need to build a “culture of 
encounter.” Firmly rooted in the truth of 
our own identity, we are encouraged to 
engage others with mutuality and respect.  
This will help us create a culture which 
truly welcomes others with all their 
differences.  

Pope Francis
Human beings are so made that they 
cannot live, develop and find fulfillment 
except “in the sincere gift of self to others.”  
Nor can they fully know themselves apart 
from an encounter with other persons.  
                                                         FT 87

To speak of a “culture of encounter” means 
that we, as a people, should be passionate 

about meeting others, seeking points of contact, 
building bridges, planning a project that includes 
everyone. This becomes an aspiration and a style 
of life. The subject of this culture is the people, 
not simply one part of society that would pacify 
the rest with the help of professional and media 
resources.                                                 FT 216

Life, for all its confrontations, is the art of 
encounter”. I have frequently called for the 
growth of a culture of encounter capable of 
transcending our differences and divisions. This 
means working to create a many-faceted 
polyhedron whose different sides form a 
variegated unity, in which “the whole is greater 
than the part”.  The image of a polyhedron can 
represent a society where differences coexist, 
complementing, enriching and reciprocally 
i l luminat ing one another, e ven amid 
disagreements and reservations. Each of us can 
learn something from others. No one is useless 
and no one is expendable. This also means 
finding ways to include those on the peripheries 
of life. For they have another way of looking at 
things; they see aspects of reality that are 
invisible to the centers of power where weighty 
decisions are made.                                  FT 215

Blessed Francis Jordan
Zeal without wisdom wreaks havoc. We must be 
led by true wisdom, not by the wisdom of the 
world. Since wisdom is a virtue related to 
humility it demands that you do not labor 
according to your own ideas. Providence has 
arranged it so that no one person knows 
everything. Whoever works on his own makes 
many mistakes, even big ones.… If you proceed 
according to your own ideas without listening to 
others, you can make great mistakes and inflict 
serious injury.                               JT 1894/05/11

A Culture of Encounter
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“Always be friendly and charitable toward others.” SD I/23 
“Be gentle with others, stern with yourself.”            SD I/15                                                                                                                                

Questions for Reflection
When have I experienced a true “culture of encounter” in my life? What were the circumstances 
and how did they impact me and the others involved?

When and how have I found myself clinging to my own ideas to the detriment of a common 
project? What effect did this have on the quality of the culture of the encounter within that 
project?

Closing Prayer
Come O Holy Spirit of Wisdom and Understanding, help me discern how to work toward 

a true culture of encounter in all the circumstances of my life.  Teach me to let go 
of any of the barriers I cling to that undermine this gospel project.  

I pray this in the name of Jesus fully confident of your guidance and direction. Amen



 Opening Prayer 
God of goodness and mercy, be with us as we 
reflect on how we might share your love with 

all we meet.   Help us move outside our 
comfort zone to love our neighbor as ourselves.

Introduction
Pope Frances uses the parable of the Good 
Samaritan to demonstrate goodness and 
kindness shown to a stranger.  He encourages 
us to persevere in love, to restore dignity to the 
suffering. Father Jordan also encourages us to 
“share the goodness and kindness of the 
Savior.” We are asked to “cultivate kindness.”

Pope Francis 
So this encounter of mercy between a 
Samaritan and a Jew is highly provocative; it 

Goodness, Kindness, Mercy

leaves no room for ideological manipulation 
and challenges us to expand our frontiers. It 
gives a universal dimension to our call to 
love, one that transcends all prejudices, all 
historical and cultural barriers, all petty 
interests.                                             FT 83

To be sure, it is no easy task to overcome the 
bitter legacy of injustices, hostility and 
mistrust left by conflict. It can only be done 
by overcoming evil with good (cf. Rom 
12:21) and by cultivating those virtues 
which foster reconciliation, solidarity and 
peace.” In this way, “persons who nourish 
goodness in their heart find that such 
goodness leads to a peaceful conscience and 
to profound joy, even in the midst of 
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difficulties and misunderstandings. Even when 
affronted, goodness is never weak but rather, 
shows its strength by refusing to take revenge.                                                                    

Kindness ought to be cultivated; it is no 
superficial bourgeois virtue. Precisely because 
it entails esteem and respect for others, once 
kindness becomes a culture within society it 
transforms lifestyles, relationships and the 
ways ideas are discussed and compared. 
Kindness facilitates the quest for consensus; it 
opens new paths where hostility and conflict 
would burn all bridges.                         FT 224

Blessed Francis Jordan
With God’s grace, use all power to do much 
for His glory and for your own soul’s salvation 
and that of your neighbor! Be especially 
mindful of the physical needs of others. Never 
shy away from any inconvenience when it 
comes to helping someone or doing a work of 
mercy. See that stinginess or selfishness never 
rules over you.                                        SD 56 
With God’s grace, train yourself to see the 
goodness of God in even the smallest things.                                     
                                                               SD 80

Oh, how many you can encourage and 
inspire toward greater goodness when you 
do them a loving service and spare them a 
suffering – a cross. And there are so many 
loving services you can mutually render each 
other.                                      JT 1900/02/16

Questions for reflection
Recall a difficult time when I chose to 
“cultivate kindness.” What was the effect of 
my kindness?

Recall a time when someone showed 
kindness to me.  How did I feel?

What can I do to help others develop 
kindness, mercy and goodness? 
What have I already done?

Closing Prayer  
Oh, God of mercy and kindness, help us as 
we strive to share your love with those we 
meet.  Help us to move outside our own 

needs to show the strength of kindness, as 
opposed to seeking vengeance in our words, 

thoughts and deeds.  
With Your help, we can. Amen.

FT 243



Opening Prayer
O Divine Savior, You continue to remind us 

that our gifts and abilities are given to us so that 
they can be used to serve others. May we always 

be mindful of this sacred mandate. Amen

Introduction
Sisters and Brothers All teaches simply what the 
title hints – every one of us is closely related 
because we are all children of the same Mother-
Father God. We simply cannot fully live unless 
we live in community.  There is an African 
proverb that says: “I am because we are, we are 
because I am”.

Pope Francis
In this world that races ahead, yet lacks a clear 
road map, we increasingly sense that the gap 
between concern for one's personal well-being 
and the prosperity of the larger human family 
seems to be stretching to the point of complete 
division between individuals and human 

Common Good

community. It is one thing to feel forced to live 
together, but something entirely different to 
value the richness and beauty of those seeds of 
common life that need to be sought out and 
cultivated.                                                FT 31

Here, regrettably, I feel bound to reiterate that 
'we have had enough of immorality and the 
mockery of ethics, goodness, faith and honesty. 
It is time to acknowledge that light-hearted 
superficiality has done us no good. Once the 
foundations of social life are corroded, what 
ensues are battles over conflicting interests.'   
Let us return to promoting the good, for 
ourselves and for the whole human family, and 
thus advance together towards an authentic 
and integral growth. Every society needs to 
ensure that values are passed on; otherwise, 
what is handed down are selfishness, violence, 
corruption in its various forms, indifference 
and, ultimately, a life closed to transcendence 
and entrenched in individual interests. FT 113                                                
                                                               12



Blessed Francis Jordan
The ones who are peaceful and unite works to the 
best of their ability to keep peace and unanimity 
with ones’ brothers [and sisters], to make the bond 
of fraternal charity even stronger, not to break it. 
The ones who want concord and unanimity must 
sacrifice their own opinions for the common good. 
                                                         JT 1898/01/28

Questions for Reflection
 What major or minor inconvenience will I endure 
or offer up for the sake of the common good?

When have I slipped into thinking that I have to 
live only with my own welfare in mind, and every
person for himself/herself attitude?
        

Closing Prayer
O God, you have given all people one 

common origin and desire to gather them 
into one family for yourself. Fill our hearts 
with the fire of your love and kindle in us a 
desire to ensure the common good for all 
our brothers and sisters. By sharing with 
one another, may we secure justice for all 
people, an end to division and a society 
built on justice, love and peace. Amen.



Hope, Hopefulness

 
Opening Prayer

Oh God of love and hope, help us to remain 
hopeful during these difficult times.  

Help us find our strength in you. Amen.

Introduction
Pope Francis offers us an opportunity, “despite these 
dark clouds, which may not be ignored, to take up and 
discuss many new paths of hope. For God continues to 
sow abundant seeds of goodness in our human family.”
                                                                            FT 51  

Pope Francis
The Church is a home with open doors, because she is 
a mother. And in imitation of Mary, the Mother of 
Jesus, we want to be a Church that serves, that leaves 
home and goes forth from its places of worship, goes 
forth from its sacristies, in order to accompany life, to 

sustain hope, to be the sign of unity… to 
build bridges, to break down walls, to sow 
seeds of reconciliation.                  FT 276    
 
I invite everyone to renewed hope, for 
hope “speaks to us of something deeply 
r o o t e d i n e v e r y h u m a n h e a r t , 
independently of our circumstances and 
historical conditioning. Hope speaks to us 
of a thirst, an aspiration, a longing for a 
life of fulfillment, a desire to achieve great 
things, things that fill our heart and lift 
our spirit to lofty realities like truth, 
goodness and beauty, justice and love… 
Hope is bold; it can look beyond personal 
convenience, the petty securities and 
compensations which limit our horizon, 
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and it can open us up to grand ideals that make 
life more beautiful and worthwhile.”            FT 52      
                                                                      

Blessed Francis Jordan
Often renew and strengthen within yourself the 
three theological virtues [faith, hope, love]. When 
embattled, especially holy hope.            SD I/122
                                                       
In all that concerns us let us place our trust in 
God. His providence will not let us hope in vain.                                                
                                                             SD I/162

You, Lord, are my hope, You are my strength, You 
are my foundation. You are my help. You are my 
strong protector. In You I place all my hope and 
my trust!                                              SD II/64

Questions for Reflection

Pope Francis encourages us to a “renewed 
hope.”  

What are some ways in which I keep my hope 
alive?  How have others helped me to renew 
my hope?

What does hope mean to me?  

Closing Prayer
Compassionate restorer of hope, thank you 
for your constant love and encouragement.  
Let us not sink into despair, but always find 
our hope in you. And help us be a beacon 

of hope for others.  Amen



Opening Prayer
Oh my Lord and my God, with Your help grant 
that I may be able to carry out that undertaking 
for Your honor, so that all may be imbued with 

Your sacred doctrine, and that, burning with Your 
charity, I may pour out my life for You, for Your 
glory. Amen.                                        SD 1/120

                                                          
Introduction

The call to engage in evangelization is the central 
charism of the Salvatorians. Fr. Jordan 
encouraged his followers to take action and 
spread the Gospel through direct missionary 
activity, what he called the “Apostolic Spirit.” In a 
similar manner, in his Papal Encyclical “Fratelli 
Tutti,” Pope Francis encourages the faithful to 
take action, especially on behalf of the poor.

Pope Francis
By his actions, the Good Samaritan showed that 
the existence of each and every individual is 
deeply tied to that of others: life is not simply 
time that passes; life is a time for interactions.                                         
                                                                    FT 66

Call to Mission

We cannot be indifferent to suffering; we cannot 
allow anyone to go through life as an outcast. 
Instead, we should feel indignant, challenged to 
emerge from our comfortable isolation and be 
changed by our contact with human suffering. 
                                                                        FT 68

Blessed Francis Jordan
Be a true apostle of Jesus Christ. Do not rest until 
you have carried the Word of God to all corners 
ofthe earth. Be a true herald of the Most High! Fly 
like an eagle around the globe and proclaim the 
word of God!.                                             SD 1/182

As long as there is one person on earth who does 
not know God and does not love Him above all 
things, you dare not allow yourself a moment’s rest. 
As long as God is not everywhere glorified, you dare 
not allow yourself a moment’s rest. As long as the 
Queen of Heaven and Earth is not everywhere 
praised, you dare not allow yourself a moment’s rest.                    
                                                                      FT II/1
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Questions for Reflection

In what ways am I being called to be 
“a true apostle of Jesus Christ?”

As a member of the Salvatorian Family, 
what does the term “mission” mean to me?

Closing Prayer

Lord Jesus Christ, here I am, send me! May Your 
will be done! Speak, Your servant is listening! Do 
what You want with me, whom You have tested 

exceedingly! Lord, let it be done as You will. 
Speak, Lord; Oh Lord, speak! Amen.    

                                                     SD 1/146



Opening Prayer
Merciful God, we ask you today to awaken us from our 
indifference to the needs and sufferings of all migrants 
and refugees.  Help us to see that those who come to 

our shores are our brothers and sisters.  May we 
welcome them with joy and generosity and receive the 

gift that they bring to us. Amen.

                                          Introduction
In Chapter 4, Pope Francis challenges us to respond to
the arrival of migrating persons with four words: 
welcome, protect, promote and integrate.  Throughout 
the chapter, he speaks of making the journey together 
and growing in mutual respect of each others cultures 
and beliefs.  We are all interconnected by globalization.  
  

Pope Francis
The arrival of those who are different, coming from 
other ways of life and cultures, can be a gift, for the 
stories of migrants are always stories of an encounter 
between individuals and between cultures....Indeed, 
when we open our hearts to those who are different, 
this enables them, while continuing to be themselves, to 
develop in new ways….We need to communicate with 
each other, to discover the gifts of each person, to 
promote that which unites us, and to regard our 

Migrants as Gifts
differences as an opportunity to grow in 
mutual respect.                            FT 133, 134

Blessed Francis Jordan 
The opposite of the spirit of the society is 
borders, bias, nationalism, whatever one may 
call it, preferring this or that nation, or 
looking down with disdain on these or those 
people.  Therefore, among us as members of 
the Society, there should be no nations.  All 
countries!                                 JT 1899/02/17
We shut out no nation! And it is also the 
spirit of the Society that people of every 
nation are admitted.                 JT 1899/02/17
Seek to learn and to study the good qualities 
of each people. Become interested in all 
people, and at times you will find some good 
about people you had viewed with prejudice.
                                                JT 1899/02/17        

Questions for Reflection  
How have I allowed my heart to be broken 
open to welcome a refugee?

As Salvatorians, how can we welcome, 
protect, promote and integrate refugees?

 Closing Prayer    
We thank you for opening the hearts of many 

to those who are fleeing for their lives.  
Help us now to open our arms in welcome, 

and reach out our hands in support.  We pray 
that the desperate may find new hope and 
that lives torn apart be restored.  Help us 
remember that all people and cultures are 

gifts.  We ask this in the name of Jesus 
who fled persecution at his birth 

and at his last, triumphed over death.  Amen.
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Apathy / Indifference

.Opening Prayer
We remember your love, O God, which gives us 

life. Empty us of apathy, selfishness and fear, 
of all pessimism and hesitation. Breathe into us 
solidarity with all who suffer now and the future 

generations who will suffer because 
of our indifference. Amen.

Introduction
As citizens of our respective nations and of the 
entire world, we cannot turn our backs on the 
needs of our fellow citizens. The Good Samaritan 
shows us as Pope Francis says, The existence of 
each and every individual is deeply tied to that of 
others: life is not simply time that passes; life is a 
time for interactions.                                    FT 57

Pope Francis
In today's world, the sense of belonging to a single 
human family is fading, and the dream of working 
together for justice and peace seems an outdated 
utopia. What reigns instead is a cool, comfortable 
and globalized indifference, born of deep 
disillusionment concealed behind a deceptive 
illusion: thinking that we are all-powerful, while 
failing to realize that we are all in the same boat. 
This illusion, mindful of the great fraternal values, 
leads to 'a sort of cynicism. For that is the 
temptation we face if we go down the road of 
disenchantment and disappointment. Isolation 
and withdrawal into one's own interests are never 
the way to restore hope and bring about renewal. 
Rather, it is closeness; it is the culture of 
encounter. Isolation, no; closeness, yes. Culture 
clash, no; culture of encounter, yes.'             FT 30

Blessed Francis Jordan
To be tepid is something dreadful because 
reviving is so difficult. Yes, the Holy Spirit 
says: 'Because you are lukewarm I shall spit 
you out of my mouth'. Dreadful words 
indeed, and is rare that one who falls into 
tepidness rises up again and begins anew. 
                                                JT 1901/10/18            

Therefore, pray! Pray often, and thus lay a 
good foundation for your persistence!...Pray, 
therefore, and be humble! Be confident! If 
you are humble you will persevere! The Lord 
will give you light if you pray eagerly! If you 
don't, however, then you will become tepid.
                                                 JT 1895/02/01                 

Certainly it is not easy to strive for holiness 
heedless of the cost. And it is definitely 
difficult for those who drag themselves along, 
who at one moment want to and at the next 
moment don't. Who are tepid in their duties. 
For these it will not be easy. But whoever 
really strives for holiness no matter what the 
cost already knows this.            JT 1894/04/20

Questions for Reflection
The robber? The priest? The Levite? The 
Samaritan? Which of these persons do I 
identify with or resemble?

When have I looked the other way, passed by 
or ignored situations until they affect me?

Closing Prayer
O loving Jesus, may we repent of our 
indifferences and move into genuine 

encounter.  Move us heartily into action each 
day with the help of Your grace. Amen.

19



Who is on the Wayside  Today?

 Opening Prayer
Divine Savior, so often in your life you stopped 
to attend to the needs of those on the edge of 

society, such as the blind man on the side of the 
road who called out to you when no one else 
paid him any attention. Help us to live the 

example of the Good Samaritan in your parable, 
and to see those we might encounter on the 
wayside as our neighbor and to treat them 

with loving respect.  Amen.

Introduction
When we think of who is “on the wayside” 
today, we easily think of immigrants, racial 
groups, LGBTQ folks, the incarcerated, the 
mentally ill, those on the streets addicted to 
drugs, and others who are familiar to us through 
the news media. So often these are the very 
people who are in need of mercy, compassion, 
and justice but who get overlooked and do not 
get the attention they deserve. The man left on 
the side of the road to die in Jesus’ parable of the 
Good Samaritan serves as a universal symbol for 
all who are left on the wayside today.
 

Pope Francis
In this world that races ahead, yet lacks a shared 
roadmap, we increasingly sense that ‘the gap 
between concern for one’s personal well-being 
and the prosperity of the larger human family 
seems to be stretching to the point of complete 
division of individuals and the human 
community .  . .                                          FT 31
Amid this storm, the façade of those stereotypes 
with which we camouflaged our egos, always 
worrying about appearances, has fallen away, 
revealing once more the ineluctable and blessed 
awareness that we are part of one another, that 
we are brothers and sisters of one another. 

Blessed Francis Jordan
But be very loving, understanding, and 
compassionate to the poor, the sick, the 
despised, the abandoned . . . See in every 
person the immortal soul purchased by the 
Precious Blood, and never look down on 
anyone.                                          SD I/131
Therefore, love! Despite frailty, despite 
faults and unpleasant dispositions, despite 
clumsiness, despite moral lapses! Love 
everyone! Everyone has his failings, more or 
less. But you should exclude no one from 
your love.                              JT 1899/03/31

Questions for Reflection
Who are the particular groups of people 
with whom I feel uncomfortable?
When I’ve seen someone who appeared to 
be on the “wayside” how did I respond?
In those times when I felt alone or isolated, 
how did someone reach out to me?

Closing Prayer
 Loving God, who created all of us and call 
us your children, may we see the presence of 
your Son Jesus in the faces of the estranged, 
the lonely and abandoned.  Like the Good 

Samaritan, let us not hesitate to run to 
them and extend to them healing, love 

and an assurance that they belong 
to our human family.  Amen.

FT 32
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Technology and Communications

"Opening Prayer
Oh Lord, we desire to use every tool to spread the 
Salvatorian Charism to our world. We pray that 
Salvatorian websites and our use of technology 
accomplish the graces intended by our founder, 
Blessed Francis Jordan, as he wrote in his diary, 
“In such corrupt times exceptional means are 

required to curtail sin with your grace.”  Amen. 
                                                             SD 1/61

Introduction
In the pages of “Fratelli Tutti,” Pope Francis 
warns of the dangers present in modern 
technology, but also presents a message of hope in 
that modern methods of communication can be 
used to build community and advance the 
Kingdom of God.  Writing over a century earlier, 
Blessed Jordan expressed a similar sentiment, in 
that the Gospel should be preached, using “all 
ways and means” (Charter of the Salvatorian 
Family). For both Pope Francis and Blessed 
Francis Jordan, modern communications were not 
a dark force to be feared, but a tool to bring souls 
to Christ.

Pope Francis
In today’s globalized world, the media can help us 
to feel closer to one another, creating a sense of 
the unity of the human family which in turn can 
inspire solidarity and serious efforts to ensure a 
more dignified life for all…The media can help us 
greatly in this, especially nowadays, when the 
networks of human communication have made 
unprecedented advances. The internet, in 
particular, offers immense possibilities for 
encounter and solidarity. This is something truly 
good, a gift from God.                              FT 205

Blessed Francis Jordan
Through Him, the Crucified, in Him, the 
Crucified, with him, the Crucified, begin, 
proceed, persevere in working for the glory 
of God and the salvation of souls….It will 
aim especially at popularizing theological 
truths, making them accessible to the 
people!                                         SD I/118

Do not waste a single moment, and make 
use of every allowable means!       SD II/13

Questions for Reflection
What examples do I have where I 
experienced a positive use of modern 
technology to build up the human 
community?

Blessed Jordan speaks of spreading the 
Gospel by making use of “every allowable 
means.” Are there technologies that should 
never be used to spread the Good News? 

Closing Prayer
Lord God Almighty, look with favor on 
your servants who use the technology 

discovered by long research. Enable them 
to communicate truth, to foster love, to 
uphold justice and right, and to provide 

enjoyment. Let them promote and support 
that peace between peoples which Christ 

the Lord brought from heaven, for he lives 
and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

(Conference of Catholic Bishops, Book of Blessings, 
Collegeville: Order of St. Benedict, 1992, P. 273).
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Fullness of Life - Equality, Salvation

Opening Prayer
In your name, Savior, we desire to understand your 
great gift of salvation throughout our lives. We are 

frail and flawed, needing Your healing and wholeness 
for one another and our world. Amen.

Introduction
The Biblical meaning of Salvation is “To be rescued, 
brought to safety, to be safe and sound, to know 
spiritual wellness.” Salvation throughout our life is 
how we want to be and what we want for everyone in 
our global community. The parable of the Good 
Samaritan has given us clarity how we must do this.

 Pope Francis
Once more we realize that no one is saved alone; we 
can only be saved together; we are part of one 
another, we are brothers and sisters of one another.    
                                                                           FT 31

We need to develop the awareness that we are either 
all saved together or no one is saved.               FT 137

Each particular group becomes part of the 
fabric of universal communion and there 
discovers its own beauty.                FT 149
                                                             

Blessed Francis Jordan
With neighbors you will be zealous in 
seeking their salvation (rescue) (health).                    
                                                  SD I/42
The Cross in which is salvation.
                                   SD II/39                    
Salvation is God's holy cause.
                                SD II/92                    

Questions for Reflection
In what ways have I experienced being 
healed and saved? 

What do I think needs to be healed in 
society? What can I contribute to the 
healing? 

Closing Prayer
Savior of the world, we pray you give 
us larger hearts and the conviction to 

faithfully live as Salvatorians for others. 
We desire to see others, near and far, 
as our neighbors. Inspire us to those 

things we can do. Let our Salvatorian 
lives witness to humbly walk with You 

and loving those we meet.  Amen.
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